
Please provide the following information, and submit to the NOAA DM Plan Repository.

Reference to Master DM Plan (if applicable)

As stated in Section IV, Requirement 1.3, DM Plans may be hierarchical. If this DM Plan inherits 
provisions from a higher-level DM Plan already submitted to the Repository, then this more-specific 
Plan only needs to provide information that differs from what was provided in the Master DM Plan.

URL of higher-level DM Plan (if any) as submitted to DM Plan Repository:

1. General Description of Data to be Managed

1.1. Name of the Data, data collection Project, or data-producing Program:
National Status and Trends, Benthic Surveillance Project Pathology, 1984-1992, National 
Centers for Coastal Ocean Science

1.2. Summary description of the data:
In order to determine the current status of and to detect any long-term trends in the 
environmental quality of U.S. nearshore waters, NOAA initiated the National Status and 
Trends program in 1984 with its National Benthic Surveillance Project.  The primary 
objective of the Benthic Surveillance Project was to quantify concentrations of a suite of 
organic and inorganic contaminants in the livers of fish and surficial sediments from 
selected sites in the coastal and estuarine waters of the United States. In addition, the 
levels of certain indicators of the biological effects of these contaminants were 
measured.  Incidences of visible lesions, including fin erosion, have been noted and 
histopathological examinations of various tissues have been carried out.  Originally 
histopathological examinations determined the prevalence of any identifiable disease 
conditions in samples of liver, kidney, and gill tissue.  Beginning in 1987 examinations 
became more focused on determining the prevalence of necrotic and proliferative 
lesions in the liver.

1.3. Is this a one-time data collection, or an ongoing series of measurements?
One-time data collection

1.4. Actual or planned temporal coverage of the data:
1984 to 1992

1.5. Actual or planned geographic coverage of the data:
W: -159.356, E: -66.181, N: 61.133, S: 17.939

1.6. Type(s) of data:
(e.g., digital numeric data, imagery, photographs, video, audio, database, tabular data, etc.)

1.7. Data collection method(s):
(e.g., satellite, airplane, unmanned aerial system, radar, weather station, moored buoy, 
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research vessel, autonomous underwater vehicle, animal tagging, manual surveys, 
enforcement activities, numerical model, etc.)

1.8. If data are from a NOAA Observing System of Record, indicate name of system:

1.8.1. If data are from another observing system, please specify:

2. Point of Contact for this Data Management Plan (author or maintainer)

2.1. Name:
NCCOS Scientific Data Coordinator

2.2. Title:
Metadata Contact

2.3. Affiliation or facility:
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science

2.4. E-mail address:
NCCOS.data@noaa.gov

2.5. Phone number:

3. Responsible Party for Data Management
Program Managers, or their designee, shall be responsible for assuring the proper management of 
the data produced by their Program. Please indicate the responsible party below.

3.1. Name:
NCCOS Scientific Data Coordinator

3.2. Title:
Data Steward

4. Resources
Programs must identify resources within their own budget for managing the data they produce.

4.1. Have resources for management of these data been identified?

4.2. Approximate percentage of the budget for these data devoted to data management (
specify percentage or "unknown"):

5. Data Lineage and Quality
NOAA has issued Information Quality Guidelines for ensuring and maximizing the quality, 
objectivity, utility, and integrity of information which it disseminates.
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5.1. Processing workflow of the data from collection or acquisition to making it publicly 
accessible 
(describe or provide URL of description):

Process Steps:
- 1992-01-01 00:00:00 - Benthic marine fish samples were collected for pathology, 
trace metal analysis and for traces of organic contamination.  Additional data were 
collected at the sampling sites, including salinity, temperature, and sediment for 
grain size and chemical analysis. The primary collection apparatus was Otter trawls.
  Occasionally, along the Southeast and Gulf Coasts, fish were taken with hook and 
line, or with gill nets. These alternate collection methods were necessary because 
larger fish, such as older Atlantic croaker, were able to avoid an Otter trawl, or 
were found in untrawlable habitats such as shallow water, along marsh edges, and 
over oyster reefs.  Fish in the correct size range were dissected in the onboard 
laboratory immediately after collection. This ensured that a determination could be 
made regarding whether sufficient material had been collected and whether the 
sample material was of high quality. If either one of these criteria was not met, the 
opportunity existed to continue sample collection.Because most fish were dissected 
onboard ship, a special effort was made to develop an environment as close to 
clean-room conditions as possible. All fish were dissected in positive pressure 
laminar flow hoods. Air was drawn into the laminar flow hood from above and 
filtered by a high efficiency particle attenuator (HEPA) filter before it passed over 
the fish samples.  Stainless steel tools were used to dissect fish for organic analysis. 
Titanium tools were used to dissect fish for trace metal analyses because tools made 
of this element do not pose the problem of introducing nickel, chromium, and/or 
iron into the specimens to be analyzed.  Specimens were analyzed for the latter 
three elements by the NSandT Program. After knives had been sharpened, and 
before dissections began at a new site or of a new species, the dissection equipment 
was thoroughly cleaned with detergent solution, rinsed extensively with tap water, 
rinsed in distilled or high-purity water (i.e., milli-Q or HPLC-grade water), rinsed 
with isopropanol under a fume hood, followed by a rinse with distilled water, and 
placed on a similarly cleaned Teflon cutting board that was allowed to air-dry in the 
laminar-flow hood.  Between individual fish of the same species at the same site, 
the tools were rinsed with distilled water before any fluid or tissue had a chance to 
dry on the knife.  Sexually mature fish were primarily used in this program, 
determined by size of each species. Once sampling in a certain geographic area is 
initiated, repeat sampling occurs during the same time frame. Northeast samples (
Chesapeake Bay through Maine) have been collected during March and April. 
Southeast samples have been collected from August to October. Gulf Coast samples 
have been collected from August to October. West Coast samples have been taken 
from May through July. Alaska samples have been taken from May to August. The 
collection of fish was not directly tied to their spawning cycle, though different age 
classes may be found in certain estuaries during different times of the year. 
Samples were collected directly from NOAA ships or from small boats launched 
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from NOAA ships, or on occasion from chartered vessels or ships-of-opportunity.
Process Date Range is 1984 - 1992

5.1.1. If data at different stages of the workflow, or products derived from these 
data, are subject to a separate data management plan, provide reference to other 
plan:

5.2. Quality control procedures employed (describe or provide URL of description):

6. Data Documentation
The EDMC Data Documentation Procedural Directive requires that NOAA data be well documented, 
specifies the use of ISO 19115 and related standards for documentation of new data, and provides 
links to resources and tools for metadata creation and validation.

6.1. Does metadata comply with EDMC Data Documentation directive?
No

6.1.1. If metadata are non-existent or non-compliant, please explain:
Missing/invalid information:
- 1.6. Type(s) of data
- 1.7. Data collection method(s)
- 4.1. Have resources for management of these data been identified?
- 4.2. Approximate percentage of the budget for these data devoted to data 
management
- 5.2. Quality control procedures employed
- 7.1. Do these data comply with the Data Access directive?
- 7.1.1. If data are not available or has limitations, has a Waiver been filed?
- 7.1.2. If there are limitations to data access, describe how data are protected
- 7.3. Data access methods or services offered
- 7.4. Approximate delay between data collection and dissemination
- 8.1. Actual or planned long-term data archive location
- 8.3. Approximate delay between data collection and submission to an archive 
facility
- 8.4. How will the data be protected from accidental or malicious modification or 
deletion prior to receipt by the archive?

6.2. Name of organization or facility providing metadata hosting:
NMFS Office of Science and Technology

6.2.1. If service is needed for metadata hosting, please indicate:

6.3. URL of metadata folder or data catalog, if known:
https://inport.nmfs.noaa.gov/inport/item/39260

6.4. Process for producing and maintaining metadata
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(describe or provide URL of description):
Metadata produced and maintained in accordance with the NMFS Data Documentation 
Procedural Directive: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/op/pds/documents/04/111/04-111-01.pdf

7. Data Access
NAO 212-15 states that access to environmental data may only be restricted when distribution is 
explicitly limited by law, regulation, policy (such as those applicable to personally identifiable 
information or protected critical infrastructure information or proprietary trade information) or by 
security requirements. The EDMC Data Access Procedural Directive contains specific guidance, 
recommends the use of open-standard, interoperable, non-proprietary web services, provides 
information about resources and tools to enable data access, and includes a Waiver to be submitted 
to justify any approach other than full, unrestricted public access.

7.1. Do these data comply with the Data Access directive?

7.1.1. If the data are not to be made available to the public at all, or with 
limitations, has a Waiver (Appendix A of Data Access directive) been filed?

7.1.2. If there are limitations to public data access, describe how data are protected 
from unauthorized access or disclosure:

7.2. Name of organization of facility providing data access:
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science

7.2.1. If data hosting service is needed, please indicate:

7.2.2. URL of data access service, if known:
https://products.coastalscience.noaa.gov/collections/ltmonitoring/nsandt/default.aspx
https://products.coastalscience.noaa.gov/collections/ltmonitoring/nsandt/default.aspx

7.3. Data access methods or services offered:

7.4. Approximate delay between data collection and dissemination:

7.4.1. If delay is longer than latency of automated processing, indicate under what 
authority data access is delayed:

8. Data Preservation and Protection
The NOAA Procedure for Scientific Records Appraisal and Archive Approval describes how to 
identify, appraise and decide what scientific records are to be preserved in a NOAA archive.

8.1. Actual or planned long-term data archive location:

Data Management Plan DMP Template v2.0.1 (2015-01-01)

Data Management Plan Template, v2.0.1 Effective 2015 Jan 01 Page 5 of 6



(Specify NCEI-MD, NCEI-CO, NCEI-NC, NCEI-MS, World Data Center (WDC) facility, Other, To 
Be Determined, Unable to Archive, or No Archiving Intended)

8.1.1. If World Data Center or Other, specify:

8.1.2. If To Be Determined, Unable to Archive or No Archiving Intended, explain:

8.2. Data storage facility prior to being sent to an archive facility (if any):
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science - Silver Spring, MD

8.3. Approximate delay between data collection and submission to an archive facility:

8.4. How will the data be protected from accidental or malicious modification or 
deletion prior to receipt by the archive?
Discuss data back-up, disaster recovery/contingency planning, and off-site data storage 
relevant to the data collection

9. Additional Line Office or Staff Office Questions
Line and Staff Offices may extend this template by inserting additional questions in this section.

Data Management Plan DMP Template v2.0.1 (2015-01-01)

Data Management Plan Template, v2.0.1 Effective 2015 Jan 01 Page 6 of 6


